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BK polyomavirus (BKPyV) frequently reactivates in kidney transplant
recipients with immunosuppressive regimen and triggers BKPyV-associated
nephropathy (BKPyVAN) and graft rejection. Determining effective risk
factors for BKPyV reactivation is required to achieve efficient prevention.

We show that, in kidney, MHC class | related chain A (MICA) is predominantly

expressed in tubule epithelial cells, the natural targets of BKPyV, questioning
a role for MICA in the immune control of BKPyV infection. /

MICA (green) polarizes at the
apical side of the tubule epithelium
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